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Annual security report shows increase in burglaries
BY JACOB PARKER
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The 2013 Annual Campus Security
report revealed an increase in burglaries
and simple assaults on campus, while reported cases of rape have been cut in half
since the previous year.
The annual report is compiled and
made available to the public to meet the
requirements of the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and
Campus Crime Statistics Act of 1998 and
the Kentucky Postsecondary Education
Campus Security (Minger) Act of 2000.
Burglary on campus has seen a sharp
increase in 2012. After seeing a steady decline since 2009, the number has more
than doubled since the previous year’s 32
SEE CRIME PAGE 2
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Maggots found on DSU loading dock Meme page
highlights
WKU humor

Thousands of
maggots lay
scattered across
the loading
dock of Downing Student
Union on Oct. 2.

BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

BRIAN POWERS/
HERALD

BY JACOB PARKER
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

After rain recently flooded campus, maggots were flushed
out from underground to the surface of the loading dock in
the back of Fresh Food Company in the Downing Student
Union, administrators say.
As early as Wednesday, Oct. 2, maggots covered the top
level of the loading dock.
Workers set up a salt barrier between the loading dock
area and the kitchen area of DSU, to keep the maggots out.
As of Monday afternoon, dead and live maggots were still
on the dock, in lesser numbers.
With the new waste system implemented at DSU, maggots are a natural part of the fertilizing process.
A “pulper” squeezes the liquid out of wasted food and
Andre Brown sweeps maggots off the floor in the loading dock
squeezes it into a sealed dumpster.
SEE MAGGOTS PAGE 2 of Downing Student Union on Oct. 2. BRIAN POWERS/HERALD
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Grumpy Cat. Condescending
Wonka. The Most Interesting Man
in the World.
These memes, tailored to a WKU
audience, completely fill the WKU
Campus Memes Facebook page.
The memes poke fun at a variety
of WKU topics including parking,
dorm life and academics.
Louisville senior Rachael Sheldon, a moderator of the page, described it as all in good fun.
“It’s pretty much just a free-forall of funniness in regards to Western,” Sheldon said.
Among the many trends of internet culture, very few are as widespread as internet memes. Internet
memes can take on many forms,
with many simply being an image
with humorous text overlaid on top
that can be created in a matter of
seconds.
Lawrenceburg junior Nathan
Smith, the founder of the page, said
the inspiration for the idea came
during his freshman year, after
thinking about some of the funny
things on campus and looking at
other college meme pages.
“I was just looking at all of my
friends from high school and how
they were sharing pictures off of
their respective school meme pages
and I just thought, ‘You know what?
Let me see if WKU has one,’” Smith
said.
After seeing that WKU had no
meme page, Smith said he created
the WKU Campus Memes page
with a friend.
Smith said he and his friend initially just posted content that was
relatable, not necessarily humorous.
SEE MEME PAGE 2

WKUHERALD.com

TUE 72°/43°

FOOTBALL

WED 75°/50°

CHECK OUT
WKUHERALD.COM
FOR PHOTOS
FROM SATURDAY'S
GAME

THU 79°/52°
FRI 79°/50°

PAGE

2

OCTOBER 8, 2013 • COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD • WKUHERALD.COM

A line of salt
forms the
barrier to the
kitchen area of
Downing Student Union as a
worker sweeps
up maggots
on the loading
dock on Oct. 2.
BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

MAGGOTS

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
The waste from Fresh
Foods is turned into compost
by maggots, which will help
turn it into fertilizer that goes
to Baker Arboretum.
Sustainability Coordinator
Christian Ryan-Downing told
the Herald last month that
the new system was a test for
other areas of campus.
“If it works well with Fresh
Food, we’ll expand and do
more food waste at other
places,” she said.
Ryan-Downing and Dan

MEME

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“We would do broad stuff
like the DUC renovation or
whatever was going on,” Smith
said.
Sheldon said there are plenty of popular memes that are
on the page right now.
“I really enjoy the Lazy College Senior meme, because
that’s my life right now,” she
said.
Other memes include a picture of Boromir from “Lord of
the Rings” with a caption stating, “One does not simply walk
to Cherry Hall” and a picture
of Guthrie Bell Tower with the

Chaney, project manager for
the DSU renovation, could
not be reached for this story.
Steve Hoyng, resident district manager for Aramark,
said the underground system
takes care of the waste that
will be turned into fertilizer.
He said there is no evidence
that shows maggots ever entered the kitchen area.
Hoyng said maggot infestations aren’t abnormal.
“Any time you have an area
where any kind of debris is,
maggots could be there,” he
said.
Hoyng said the maggots
were brought to the surface

caption, “Interrupting Your
Outdoor Conversations Since
2003.”
In the beginning, Smith
and his friend just invited their
friends to the page and the
popularity grew from there.
“We attracted it just by inviting our friends and sharing
what we thought was funny,”
Smith said. “Apparently, it was
funny to other people too.
That’s just generally how humor works.”
Smith said after his friend
graduated from WKU, he
opened up moderator positions on the page.
“When I was looking for
moderators, I was trying to
find people from different dis-

of the ground by all of the rain
water.
“You also have to realize
the building is still under
construction, so not everything is sealed as it should
be,” he said. “You know,
there’s garbage containers
out there.”
While this is a recent problem, Hoyng said it’s being taken care of.
“We have called our pest
control company and explained, and they have taken
measures,” he said. “They’ve
sprayed and etcetera. It’s a recent issue and we haven’t figured everything out.”

ciplines, people from different
groups, people who are involved in different activities,”
Smith said.
Smith said the students
who contribute to the WKU
Campus Memes page come
from diverse backgrounds
as well, which helps with the
overall quality of the page as
each moderator has a different
perspective on campus topics.
Smith said even though
there has been the occasional
negative comment, the WKU
Campus Memes page has
mostly received positive feedback.
“I feel like WKU Campus
Memes has kind of moved to
something that is part of the

CRIME

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
reports with 65 total reports
in 2012.
In 2011, there were only
10 reported cases of simple
assault, while 2012 saw this
number more than double
with 21 reports.
In 2012, there were only two
reported cases of forcible rape.
This is less than the five cases
reported in 2011.
Only one robbery was reported, also down from 2011’s
three reported robberies.
DUI arrests have increased
since 2010, with 41 arrests
made in 2012. However, the
number is still lower than
2009’s 52 arrests. Alcohol intoxication violations dropped
slightly from 99 in 2011 to 92
last year.
Mandi Johnson, the former
public information officer

for WKU Police Department,
told the Herald last year that
football game weekends and
tailgating on campus have not
contributed to the number of
alcohol-related incidents.
“Tailgating has changed
drastically over the last few
years,” Johnson said. “We no
longer patrol tailgating areas.
It’s up to HRL and other volunteers to do that. Our arrests for
football games have gone way
down.”
Larceny on campus has
continued to decrease since
2009, with 132 reports in 2012.
This is almost a third less than
2009’s 197 reports.
Arrests concerning drug
abuse violations continue to
see a steady increase with 146
reports from 2012. In 2009,
there were only 42 reports and
in 2011 there were 129.
No murders, attempted
rapes or acts of arson were reported in 2012.

Correction
Due to a Herald error,
Liberty sophomore Madison Marcum was incorrectly
identified as a member of
Alpha Omicron Pi sorority. Marcum is a member of
Omega Phi Alpha sorority.

The College Heights Herald
corrects all confirmed errors
that are brought to reporters’
or editors’ attention. Please
call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to
report a correction, or email us
at editor@wkuherald.com

campus — part of student life,”
Smith said.
In addition to posting
memes, Sheldon said the page
posts other content related to
WKU, including the 24-hourfood petition and the Capital
One Mascot Challenge.
“I think it’s the stuff that
we find interesting that we’ll
post,” Sheldon said.
Although Smith still maintains ownership of the page, he
said he has stepped back and
let the other students take over.
“It’s become something bigger than myself,” Smith said. “I
just kind of let it be natural.”
Smith said the WKU Campus Memes page has branched
out to other social media web-

sites, such as Twitter and Instagram.
Currently, the page has
more than 3,500 “likes” on
Facebook.
Louisville senior Marrquon
Bartee is one of those “likes.”
He said the page unites the
campus through common interests.
“It expresses a whole lot of
feelings that people have on
the Hill,” Bartee said.
Smith said he wants the
WKU Campus Memes page to
continue once he leaves.
“I am happy to see where
the page has gone,” Smith said.
“After I graduate, it should be
passed down to every generation of students.”

HERALD APP
SPOTLIGHT
SPORTS
• Did you know that you can keep up to date
with all of the Topper sports news on the go?
• Preview and game day coverage throughout
each and every week can be found on the
WKUHERALD app’s Sports Tile!
DOWNLOAD TODAY FROM EITHER
THE APPLE STORE OR THE
GOOGLE PLAY MARKETPLACE!

OCTOBER 8, 2013 • COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD • WKUHERALD.COM

PAGE

3

THE REEL

Feel the exhilarating pull of ‘Gravity’ thanks to Bullock
BY BEN CONNIFF
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

Beyond Earth’s atmosphere, there
exists an immense void.
No oxygen, no water, no air pressure
and nothing to carry sound.
“Life in space is impossible,” or so
the title card at the beginning of “Gravity” leads us to believe.
To start things off, director Alfonso
Cuarón (“Harry Potter and the Prisoner
of Azkaban”) primes the audience for
an assault of the senses with a deafen-

ing, brain-rattling drone from composer Steven Price (“The World's End”),
which builds to a quick halt, suddenly
dropping the audience into the quiet
vastness of outer space.
This clever filmmaking technique
grabs the audience and refuses to let
go, sucking them in like a massive vacuum in the film’s first 30 seconds.
From there, cinematographer Emmanuel Lubezki (“Children of Men”)
conducts a dazzling, 13-minute, singletake ballet of sweeping camera movements that dance in and around the
Hubble space telescope on which the
featured space travelers (George Clooney and Sandra Bullock) are conducting repairs.
Then suddenly, they’re sent adrift by
a torrent of flying debris.
These first 13 minutes use 3-D imagery and masterful camerawork to place
the audience alongside the actors, allowing as realistic a spacewalk as most
moviegoers are ever likely to experi-

Ben Conniff, columnist

[The movie] is about the
reinvigoration that our
lives get from second
chances.”
ence.
Aside from the visual effects, Cuarón
and his son, Jonás, pen a succinct script.
Superficially, it’s just a story about
finding one's way back home.
Perhaps more deeply, it’s about the
reinvigoration that our lives get from
second chances.
Parallels for rebirth and new life
can be discerned throughout, though
these might warrant multiple viewings in order to fully grasp and dissect
them.
Bullock gives the performance of
her career, capturing the raw emotion
needed to make Dr. Stone a character

that the audience can root for.
As astronaut Matt Kowalski, Clooney brings his trademark cool suave
collectedness, never raising his voice or
appearing panicked in the face of imminent danger.
He provides a handful of laughs
in the early goings when he speaks to
“Houston,” telling funny, anecdotal
stories that serve as character development for Kowalski.
The stars make a great contrasting
pair — Bullock’s Dr. Stone is the withdrawn antithesis to Clooney’s cowboy
Kowalski.
The groundbreaking visual effects,
spectacular 3-D imagery, masterful
cinematography, arresting musical
score and bravura performances make
Alfonso Cuarón’s “Gravity” gripping,
intense, emotional and nearly perfect
on every technical level.
In the end, “Gravity” is the kind of
movie that some people wait their
whole lives to see.

Crime reports
Arrests
• Police arrested Lizton, Ind. senior
Micah Bruce for running a red light and
first-degree drunken driving at the corner of Creason Street and Sumpter Avenue on Oct. 5.
• Police arrested Nicholas Vogel for
possession of cocaine first offense in
Barnes-Campbell Hall Room 910 on
Oct. 1.

Reports
• Alec Disanto reported unknown
suspects punctured the tires on his Jeep
while parked in the Bemis Lawrence
parking lot on Oct. 6.
• Bowling Green graduate student
Divya Jyothi Lella reported four credit
cards were stolen from her wallet in
Snell Hall Room 4105 on Oct. 2.

Student makes difference
in fight against cancer
BY LAUREN LORANCE
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
As a pink lanyard swings around his
neck, one can tell that breast cancer
awareness is something close to Ian
Martin’s heart.
That’s why everything has to be
perfect. Checking the sound system
in preparation for his first fundraiser
of the season, the Cerritos, Calif. senior seems excited for his calendar of
events, invested in mapping it out to
the very last detail.
For the past two years, Martin said
he’s done simple things like bake sales
and bra drives for the fight against
breast cancer.
Now, he plans on making an even
greater impact.
“Since this is my last, final year, getting this last major out of the way, I
wanted to do everything I can to make
an effort — make my presence felt in
regards to breast cancer awareness,”
Martin said.
Martin is the main organizer of nine
area events scheduled throughout the
month of October, nationally known as
Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
“I see it as a very, very viable means
of seeking aid for people who have
fought and survived this condition,”
Martin said, “and mainly, it just helps
raise awareness, but also gives insight
to others to seek precautions.”
Under the moniker “Real Men in
Pink,” Martin has gained the help of
many organizations on campus. These
partnerships have helped Martin implement his fundraising events, including the third annual I Love Boobies
Bash, a Skate for a Cure skate night and
a charity drag pageant.
“I wanted to make sure that I could
not just hit the college community, also
the local community and the youth as
well,” Martin said.
Although planning took some time,
from getting the events approved, to
setting up venues and advertising,
Martin said he enjoys event coordinating, especially for a good cause.
“I’m a kid in a candy store when it
comes to making events and planning
things in my mind and just seeking the
opportunities to do these things,” Martin said. “I get a picture in my head and
I just go with it.”
Fundraising has become a little
easier this year. As an employee at Regal Bowling Green Stadium 12 movie
theater, Martin is eligible for the Regal
Entertainment Group’s Community
Showmanship Award. He has been approved for a $1,000 grant for his service,
which, along with proceeds from his
events, will go to the Susan G. Komen
Breast Cancer Foundation.
Martin said he’s grateful for all the
support he has gained along the way.
“It’s beyond efforts, beyond beliefs,”
Martin said. “Everybody has reached
out and given me their efforts and given me the opportunity to help out with
this. I just want to do it and say that I

did it and something was made out of
it; results were made out of it.”
Results are already apparent, and
Martin is on his way to raising his goal
of $2,000. His Date for a Cure event, an
auction in which members from Greek
life, the Campus Activities Board and
WKU athletics were auctioned to the
highest bidder for a lunch or dinner
date on campus, raised more than $170
on Oct. 1.
Hopkinsville junior Denzel Mayfield
said Martin has been a mentor to him
since his freshman year, which encouraged him to participate in Martin’s date
auction. Mayfield was amazed to discover that Martin organized the events
himself, but not surprised.
“He has extremely good intentions
to give back,” Mayfield said. “It’s highly
smiled upon.”
As Martin enters his third year of
planning and organizing events for
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, he
said he’s often asked why he became
involved.
“A lady back in my city, she’d always
look after me and just make sure I
stayed out of trouble Martin said." She
actually found out (that she had breast
cancer) a few years before we moved to
Tennessee,” “She actually survived it.
Sadly, she died two years after.”
Because he was only 7 years old
when he found out family friend Doris
Butler had cancer, Martin said he didn’t
fully understand what cancer really
meant.
“I remember joking about it, actually, when she started chemo,” Martin
said. “She cut her hair and shaved it off.
I never knew, and I always joked on it. I
never knew to the fullest extent. It kind
of jacked me up to think about it and
to see that. I mean, it’s an appearance.
That’s one thing you get taken away.
Think about it, you have hair and you
get that call, you get the diagnostic and
it’s gone.”
Although Butler rarely ever talked
about her condition, Martin said seeing her efforts inspired him to pay attention as he got older.
“I don’t know what they’re going
through,” Martin said of cancer patients. “I’ve only witnessed and researched and checked up on things,
and that’s the only thing I can do. If
I can get the opportunity and effort,
then I guess that’s all I can do. I’m doing my part in this small place, so it is
what it is.”
Martin said his work is well worth
the time and sweat because it allows
him to see breast cancer from a different point of view.
“For me, it’s not just, ‘Hey, I’m doing this so I can have a reason to wear
pink,’” Martin said. “No, it’s a reason
why I can give an opportunity for other
people to do different things they don’t
have to do. I don’t have to do this. I don’t
have to be involved in this. I don’t have
to take my time out. It’s an opportunity.
God blessed me to do it, so, I mean, I
can’t look back.”
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STAFF EDITORIAL

TWEETS
FROM
THE HILL
@_RedRiot:Don't you hate
when #WKU plays on thursday? All weekend and no
Hilltopper Football. #GoTops
#Withdrawls
— Sent 9:50 AM/6 Oct 13

@JeffBaynham
Congrats to #WKU Alum and
former coach @CoachTaggart
on his first win at USF.
— Sent 8:59 AM /6 Oct 13

SENIOR HOUSING

NOT A PRIORITY

THE ISSUE: The Board of Regents held
its regular committee meetings on
Sept. 27 to evaluate the current status
of WKU departments as well as their
goals moving forward. In that meeting, Brian Kuster, executive director
of Housing and Residence Life, said
his department is trying to have more
juniors and seniors live on campus.
He said private, individual rooms are
more appealing to older students.

OUR STANCE: Though we commend
WKU for its efforts to cater to older
students, we think it is unnecessary
to provide more housing options at
a time when budgets are tight and
the majority of students want to live
off campus.

A

h, dorm life. Those were the
good old days.
We loved that the opposite sex
was only allowed to stay past midnight
on weekends.
And we were big personal fans of
communal showers.
Don’t even get us started on the
huge bonus of alcohol being prohibited, and the bag and safety checks to
ensure that such a rule was never violated.
That mandatory meal plan was
pretty great too. Am I right?

OK, so maybe we weren’t actually
the biggest of fans.
But as freshmen, we must admit
that it was a great way to make friends
and narrow the worries of college
down to academics instead of paying rent, utility bills and budgeting for
food.
Honestly, it was a great way to transition to life on our own.
We just never want to go back now
that the magic of dorm life has been
replaced with, for lack of a better word,
reality.
But what if all those drawbacks just
disappeared?
Suddenly, on-campus housing
wouldn’t seem so bad.
Kuster delivered a similar sentiment at the Board of Regents meeting.
“If we build anything with double
occupancy, that’s not what our students want,” Kuster said.
And this has been the sentiment
of HRL for years.
It’s what drove HRL to open its current, apartment-style living option in
the wrap-around of the parking structure on the corner of 13th and Kentucky streets.
However, the Herald is wary of this
as a priority for WKU as budgets tighten. We continue to be wary of expansion as long as such moves could fall

back on student tuition or fees.
It simply isn’t necessary.
But there are two more obvious
drawbacks to this HRL plan.
First, the price would likely be higher than an apartment complex offering the same deal, though Kuster said
in an interview in February 2012 that
WKU could offer such an option for a
comparable price to apartment complex competitors.
Second, and this is our strongest
objection, before we seek to add
more on campus living options,
shouldn’t we examine the amount
of underclassmen desiring to live
off campus?
Currently, freshmen and sophomores are required to live in dorms for
their first two years of college.
If many of those students, and we
believe there are many, want to live
off campus but cannot, why is WKU
trying to build even more on campus
housing?
We believe something should be
done to make current housing more
appealing if the mandatory two years
is to remain in effect before new options are added for older students.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald's 9-member
editorial board

@kelizam
@SundyBest @JustinColeMoore and @coreysmithmusic
all in one night?!? Please tell
me I'm not dreaming #wku
#homecoming
— Sent 8:04 PM5 Oct 13

@AmandaBrookeee
So many other colleges are
finishing their homecoming
weeks; I seriously cannot wait
for ours to start. #WKU #ΣΚ
— Sent 11:09 AM/5 Oct 13

@madisonILkeller
All the red, black, and white
clothes I just got today >>>
#wku
— Sent 3:42 PM/5 Oct 13

@JessicaAngelly
My mom told me I could take
her #WKU snuggie back to
school with me.
— Sent 1:08 AM/5 Oct 13

@TheSaxKid
The bathrooms in Cherry are
awful and uncomfortable for
anyone over 5’8 #wku
— Sent 1:27 PM/26 Sep 13
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VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com

The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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THE FUN PAGE

Get social with the

ACROSS

1 "__ to you, buddy!"
5 Mon. or Jan., e.g.
9 Ringo of the Fab Four

College Heights Herald

14 Fan club focus
15 Painfully tender
16 __ for: sublime
17 Genre with listener

@WKUHerald
@WKUHeraldSports

participation
19 Cook in an oven
20 Clean air org.
21 Olympics sword
22 Harboring a grudge
23 Milkshake insert

@WKUHerald

25 Homeric protagonist
27 Den piece
29 Pitching whiz
30 Outfielder Suzuki
33 Mexican Mrs.

CLASSIFIEDS

34 Ice cream drink
38 Some fight endings, and a
hint to the word endings in

Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards

17-, 25-, 46- and 60-Across

advertising@wkuherald.com

41 Tonsillitis-treating MDs
42 Have a bite of

FOR RENT
4 BR/ 2 BA 1 Block from WKU campus. $850/month.
Call David Sims at Crye-Leike: 796-0002.

HELP WANTED
Musician Needed for Gospel Choir - Excellent Pay!
Seventh Street Baptist Church is seeking a keyboard
musician for our choirs. If interested, call
(270) 781-3355 or email: L.white01@twc.com.
You can also submit your resume to:
Seventh Street Baptist Church, P.O. Box 797, Bowling
Green, KY, 42101.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading
or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution
when answering ads, especially when asked to send money or provide
credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

TUESDAY'S SUDOKU SOLUTION:

43 Boozehounds
44 "__ Believer": Monkees hit

3 Place for a dental crown

30 Prez after Harry

50 Churchill Downs event

45 "Class dismissed" sound

4 Broad-antlered deer

31 MSNBC rival

52 Basis of a creed

46 Three-time Masters winner

5 On the double, in memos

32 Sweltering

53 Given four stars, say

51 Very very

6 Latino corner store

33 Pig's place

54 Tiny elemental

55 Like some clothing patches

7 Prickly shrub

34 Racing shell

components

56 Grand-scale tale

8 Vintage touring car

35 Sounds of surprise

57 Othello's confidant

58 Have a bite

9 Swing and a miss, say

36 Barely passing grade

60 Bridle mouthpiece

59 Eva of Argentina

10 Incisor, for one

37 Donkey

61 With 11-Down, "See you

60 Enter forcibly, as a home

11 See 61-Down

39 __ Mountains: Eurasian

then!"

62 Leaving nothing out

12 Choir platform

border range

63 "__ your pardon"

13 Nostalgically styled

40 "Can't catch a break"

64 Rain like crazy

18 Edit considerably

44 "Wouldn't that be nice!"

65 Singer Furtado

22 All-purpose answer to

45 She lost her sheep

66 Keyboard goof

"Why?"

46 __ the bud

67 Avg. levels

24 Sneaker brand

47 Goodnight girl of song

DOWN

26 Lawman Wyatt

48 Snorkeler's vista

1 Web destinations

28 Butler's underling

49 Hillock

2 Get used to new conditions

Download
the new
WKUHERALD
app on
iTunes and
Google Play
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Student kickstarts Keystache business
BY MONTA REINFELDE
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Most successful businesses
start with a problem in need
of fixing. Louisville senior
Ben Aroh has come up with
another way to make our
lives easier.
It took years of lost and misplaced keys until Aroh, an entrepreneurship major, finally
decided to solve the problem,
developing a useful product
called KeyStache.
Aroh's handcrafted KeyStache is made of American
walnut wood and rare earth
magnets, with enough pull to
hold a key ring in place.
“I didn’t really like the ones
they sell in stores, so I just
made my own,” Aroh said.
Aroh starts by sketching
the design on a piece of paper to make a unique form,
then traces the outline on
the wooden board and precisely cuts and distresses it.
Aroh continues the process of
staining the KeyStache with a
natural wood dye and applies
an amber shellac topcoat to
ensure the time endurance.
Finally, he applies a dark wax
to complete the units with a
matte finish.
“These are not hard to
make, but they are very
cool,” Aroh said. “People can
use them every day and they
like them.”
At the moment, the most
popular shape Aroh sells is
a mustache, which was the
first one he created. However,
his favorite creation is one of
the state of Kentucky. Other
shapes currently being sold
are a whale, fish, key, triangle
and a fleur-de-key. Prices for
these products range from
$19 to $42. A customized
work is available upon a request and costs $90.
“It’s expensive, but I’m sur-

prised how many people actually buy them,” Aroh said.
The young entrepreneur
learned the woodworking
skill from his father in middle
school. His father is a carpenter and owns a wood shop in
Louisville, just 50 feet from
their house. Aroh watched his
father work and inherited the
love for crafting and perfectionism.
Currently, Aroh prefers to
work alone because that is the
most relaxing and efficient environment for him. The only
exception is his dog, a golden
retriever named Bailey, who
usually watches KeyStaches
being made.
“She would just sit there and
watch me, and then my dad
would come out and say, ‘Do
this better,’” Aroh said. “He is
more of a perfectionist than
I am. If it was up to him, KeyStaches would be perfectly
smooth and perfectly sanded.
I think he is just more traditional; I like more rustic and
modern style.”
Aroh’s younger brother, Joseph, is a freshman at WKU.
He said Aroh has always been
the one in family to try to
come up with new ideas for
projects and creative ways to
make money, but most were
not finished.
“I actually really like this
idea; it’s been one of his better ones,” Joseph said. “What
made the idea concrete was
that he actually made a video a
week before the summer went
out, and he put it on the Kickstarter.”
Aroh’s campaign on Kickstarter, a crowd funding site,
will end in three days. But
there are still a couple hundred dollars to go to achieve
his goal of $6,500 to buy a CNC
router – a tool that will help
Aroh cut out shapes faster and
more efficiently, also minimiz-

Louisville senior Ben Aroh poses for a portrait with his "KeyStache," a product he invented to hold
keys. Aroh has started a Kickstarter to raise $6,500 for a new tool to increase his production speed.
RAE EMARY/HERALD

ing waste and producing more
complex work.
Even though the funding would help his project
get off the ground and supply a couple of wholesalers
who are willing to carry his
work in their stores, Aroh’s
ultimate intention with Kickstarter is to gain an audience
and introduce people to his
product.
“For me, this whole project
is more like an experiment,”
Aroh said. “What I will learn
is not making the product; it’s
understanding the market for
my product. However, every
time I see a new backer for my
project, I’m happy somebody
likes it.”
Aroh likes to take complete
charge of his project and be
involved in every aspect of it.
But he has a lot of friends who

Ben Aroh, Louisville senior

These are not hard to make, but they are
very cool. People can use them every day
and they like them.”
have always been there to help
with whatever is necessary.
Louisville senior Logan Rose,
one of Aroh’s roommates,
was with Aroh when he came
up with the KeyStache idea.
Rose also has helped him with
some design work.
“When we have nothing to
do, we sit down and discuss
some cool ideas for new projects,” Rose said.
Rose also believes that
once the Kickstarter campaign concludes, KeyStache
will keep growing and add
other handcrafted products,

such as a shirt holder – one
of the next business ideas
on Aroh’s mind. However,
finishing school and gaining work experience are currently more important. Aroh
said he will do the KeyStache
business on the side until
he is 100 percent sure it has
profit making potential.
“I want to know how somebody else does it; I need an
experience before I put all
my resources in one thing,
but I could see myself doing
this as my job in the future,”
Aroh said.

Big Red fighting for Mascot Challenge grand prize
BY CHRISTIAN MARNON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
As a 2012 inductee into the Mascot
Hall of Fame, it would seem Big Red
has reached the peak of achievement. But while WKU’s beloved
fuzzy red troublemaker may have a
storied career, it has never won The
Capitol One Mascot Challenge.
This year marks Big Red’s ninth
entry in the challenge, which has
existed for 12 years. Big Red has
placed as high as fourth, but has yet
to win and take home the $20,000
grand prize.
Paula Davids, a marketing
coordinator for WKU’s Athletic Marketing program who’s
commonly known as “Big Red’s
mom,” plans for that to change
this year.
“We’ve never won, so I’m really
pushing to win it this year,” she
said. “Every competition is going
to be tough, but with the support
of our fans and student body, I
think we’re going to be okay.”
Each week in the Capitol One
Challenge, Big Red faces a new mas-

cot opponent. Fans can vote for
their mascot on the Mascot Challenge web page, and can also do
challenges that can net their mascot
25 or 100 points.
One 25-point challenge posed the
hypothetical question: “If you and
your mascot started a band, what
would your band’s name be?”
Answering that question would
earn Big Red 25 points, but filming or photographing yourself in
the proposed band would earn
100 points.
WKU’s mascot has come a long
way since its inception.
Ralph Carey, WKU alum and Big
Red’s creator, said that in 1979 Big
Red was just a scribble on paper.
Two WKU administrators wanted to bring a mascot to campus,
but were struggling to find a character that stuck.
Enter Carey, then a business major and employee of King’s Island
Amusement Park. Carey’s experience with live shows, costume manipulation and animated Hanna
Barbera characters prompted the
administrators to award him full

creative control of the project.
Full creative control was a terrifying responsibility, Carey said.
“Really, you would like to think
there was great science behind it,
the whole thing was a little bit terrifying,” he said. “It started as a scribble on the paper and all of sudden
started to take a life of its own. Then
came to the horrifying realization
that I had to create this thing and it
had to work.”
Carey said Big Red is commonly
misunderstood as a re-imagination
of WKU’s terrain, specifically the hill.
In actuality, Big Red is an embodiment of spirit rather than a manifestation of something organic or
physical.
“Western has no human or animal association, so there was really
a white piece of paper to build an
entity,” he said.
“This character needed to see
well, to be flexible and to be fluid.
It had to be very active in all those
combined components to make
performance engaging.”
Davids was a student at WKU when
Carey was brainstorming mascot

ideas. Although Davids didn’t help
create Big Red, Carey said she has
been integral in keeping the concept
of Big Red intact for years.
“She maintained a high standard
from the very beginning,” Carey said.
“Big Red portrayed an image and she
has held tight to that image, like any
brand. By maintaining those standards, performance has not diminished and the popularity has not diminished. She has helped Big Red as
an entity, and the program continues
to thrive. Her role cannot be understated.”
Serving as not only the creator of
Big Red, but the very first person
behind the suit, Carey said looking
back on Big Red’s journey is strange,
yet pleasing.
“The whole thing is surreal because it happened so long ago,”
he said. “It was satisfying in many
ways, but it did not happen without the contribution of 100 or more
people who have been involved in
wearing this costume and portraying the character.”
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AFTER-SCHOOL FUN
ABOVE: Logan Johnson, 12, of Bowling
Green, gets tackled by Dallas Thornton, 12,
of Woodburn, during a pick up game of
football at the T.C. Cherry Elementary School
playground. KATIE MCLEAN/HERALD
LEFT: Ben Stockler, 16, waves at passing cars
on Scottsville Road while wearing a flamingo
riding costume. Stockler works for Halloween Headquarters and stood on the side
of the road for more than an hour trying to
attract customers. RAE EMARY/HERALD
BOTTOM LEFT: Refuge Bargblor, 13, puts up
a shot over Julien Mukba, 15, while Devito
Tisdale, 12, watches on Monday. The three
said they are at the court in Bowling Green's
Parker Bennett community almost everyday.
BRIAN POWERS/HERALD
BOTTOM RIGHT: Michael Cooper, 12, and

Jaxson McKeown, 5, play on the T.C. Cherry
Elementary school playground. KATIE
MCLEAN/HERALD
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Use Your BIG RED DOLLARS
to Enjoy STUDENT SPECIALS
for DINE-IN or DELIVERY!
ASK OUR TEAM FOR DETAILS

PROUD NEW FIERY
TO SUPPORT
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DORITOS LOCOS TACOS
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™

BAJA BLAST FREEZE
LIVE MÁS

2460 Nashville Rd.
2628 Scottsville Rd.
1162 W. 31 Bypass
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SOCCER

Lady Toppers lead Sun Belt after Texas State win
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Lady Toppers plunged
into their first conference
away game Sunday when they
traveled just under 1,000 miles
to play Texas State (5-6-2). In
one of the closest games the
Lady Toppers have played this
season, senior forward Andrea Curry’s late overtime goal
provided some separation as
WKU (5-3-2) got the win.
The Lady Toppers — who
have now taken five games
into overtime this season —
maintained control of the
game in the first half, firing
four shots from the attacking
third and two saves by senior
goalkeeper Nora Abolins.
“We played really well in the
first half,” coach Jason Neidell
said. “We possessed the ball
well and we made them play
a lot of defense, but we didn’t
do much with our possession.
We didn’t create much, and the
team was frustrated with that.”
The second half was more
of a even battle between the
squads, and emotion began to
flair toward the end of regulation, with two cards being dealt
in the last 10 minutes of play.
“In the second half, we just
got outplayed,” Neidell said.

“It obviously turned the tables
when they got a player ejected
with five minutes left in regulation. (Texas State) just began to
pack it in and play for the tie.”
Freshman forward Kelly
Phipps earned a yellow card
in the 84th minute, but just a
minute later, Texas State’s Sydney Curry threw an elbow into
freshman midfielder Hayley
Baldridge and was ejected.
As regulation continued,
nothing could separate the
two teams, and overtime began with Texas State playing a
player down.
Aided by their lack of a Friday matchup, and an extra
body on the field, the Lady
Toppers proved to be all attack
in overtime, firing four shots to
Texas State’s zero.
It looked as if WKU was going to notch its fifth tie of the
season, but in the last dying
minutes of overtime, freshman defender Olivia Fitzgerald served a ball to the front of
the box where Curry was able
to control a deflection by Texas
State goalkeeper Natalie Gardini and bury the ball into the
open net.
This was Curry’s second career game-winner.
The attack would prove
to be enough for the Lady

WKU freshman forward
Iris Dunn
wins possession of the
ball against
LouisianaLafayette
sophomore
forward
Claire Ruehle
on Sept. 29,
2013. KATIE
MCLEAN/
HERALD

Toppers to solidify the win,
allowing them to leave San
Marcos in sole position of
first place in the Sun Belt
Conference and on a fourgame winning streak.
Abolins and the defenders
were strong defensively between the posts. Of the Lady
Bobcats’ 13 shots, Abolins
saved seven as she post her

third consecutive shutout, all
in conference play. Abolins has
not allowed a goal in over 395
minutes dating back to Sept. 20.
Through all of this, Neidell
said he still expects far more
from his squad.
“We played a team that was
first place in the conference,
so to not play your best soccer,
and to get the win away from

home I think says a lot about
your team, but we are going to
have to get back to work and
perform better in practices,”
he said.
WKU returns to action Friday as the team hosts Troy at
the WKU Soccer Complex at 1
p.m. before traveling to South
Alabama to take on the Lady
Jaguars on Sunday.

CROSS COUNTRY

Cross country takes a step forward in Louisville
BY ANDREW WEIGEL
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU men’s and women’s cross country teams
fought off soggy conditions at
E.P. "Tom" Sawyer State Park
in the Greater Louisville Classic on Saturday as the men’s
squad finished 19th and the
women’s team finished 12th at
the meet.
The meet featured one of
the most challenging fields
WKU will face all season, with
Division I teams such as Tennessee, Louisville, Vanderbilt
and Kentucky in attendance.
The Lady Toppers were

VOLLEYBALL
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Next game
Friday vs. Louisiana-Monroe
@ Diddle Arena
7 p.m.

Potts, who has had 143 digs
over the course of the streak,
said she makes a point to support the other defensive specialists so that they can reach

BASKETBALL
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
“They have a lot of potential,” Gooch said. “Bria — she’s
a beast down there. Then Ruta,
she can shoot the ball as well…
they’ll be very helpful for this

led by sophomore Lindsey
Hinken, who notched a career day in the 5K — her time
of 17:55.10 earned her a 28thplace finish out of 288 runners. Saturday marked Hinken’s first time leading the Lady
Topper runners this season
and the fourth first place finish for WKU of her career.
Hinken
was
followed
by sophomore Katie Lever
(18:23.83, 72nd), junior Jodi
Miller (18:40.12, 89th), sophomore Taylor Carlin (18:46.69,
98th) and sophomore Baylee
Shofner (19:32.49, 189th).
Lever, Carlin and Shofner also recorded career-best

finishes as the Lady Toppers
placed 12th out of 20 Division
I teams. Coach Erik Jenkins
was encouraged by the Lady
Toppers’ career days.
“The women ran very well
as a group, and the top five all
ran well,” Jenkins said. “There
were several highly-ranked
runners, and for them to all
have career days like that is a
positive.”
The Lady Toppers finished
better than Sun Belt Conference rival Georgia State, the
2012 Sun Belt Conference
Champion, and former conference foe Middle Tennessee.
The Toppers were led once

again by junior David Mokone, his third time leading
the team in as many meets
this season. His time of
25:59.30 was good for a 98thplace finish out of 269 runners in the 8K race.
Sophomore Aaron Stevens
continued his strong 2013
campaign, coming in second
among Topper runners for the
third time this season with a
164th-place finish at 26:42.86.
Jenkins said he was pleased
with Stevens’ performance.
“I’m happy with the progress Aaron has made this season,” Jenkins said. “He’s racing
well.”

Stevens
was
followed
by Kamohelo Mangoejane
(28:36.00,
252nd),
Lucas
Atherton (30:38.42, 268th) and
Joshua Amos (30:42.02, 269th).
With the Evansville Invitational coming up on Oct.
19 in Evansville, Jenkins said
he is preparing his team for
a field that will simulate the
one they’ll see in the Sun Belt
Conference Championships,
which take place on Nov. 2.
“The Greater Louisville
Classic had a large field with a
lot of congestion,” Jenkins said.
“This field will be more similar
to the field we’ll face in the conference championships.”

their potential once she graduates.
“I’ve just tried to help them
mentally more than anything,”
she said. “They’re already good
enough to be the best in the
country. I know that already. I
just want them to take the next
step and improve for next year
especially. I’m just trying to
pass down the torch.”
Pajakowski, who has 98 digs
this year, is in her third year
with the team and doubles as

WKU’s backup setter behind
senior Melanie Stutsman.
Grimes and O’Connell are
each in their first season with
the Lady Toppers. Grimes has
picked up 90 digs this year,
while O’Connell has had 94 so
far.
O’Connell said she spent
the first part of the year getting
acclimated with her role on
the team.
“The first half, I almost
took it as like a learning expe-

rience,” she said. “Now that
it’s conference play, I’m really
starting to get into my role as
a DS. People are holding me
more accountable, and I think
I’ve gotten a lot better.”
Hudson said he’s been
pleased with the immediate
impact Grimes and O’Connell
have had on the defense.
“They’re learning on the
fly," Hudson said. "We needed
them right away as freshmen.
You hope that you’re not in

that situation, but when you
are, you want kids that’ll just
go out there and fly around.”
O’Connell said it helps playing next to a player as good as
Potts.
“She’s always there if I shank
a pass or don’t get a dig; she’s
right there telling me I have
it,” she said. “She just puts so
much confidence in me. It’s
awesome playing with her because I feel so relaxed next to
her.”

team.”
Govan and Gooch are
coming off strong sophomore seasons in which they
combined for 36.5 points
and 17.2 rebounds per game.
However, the Lady Toppers
have many other offensive
and defensive threats that are

more than capable of helping
carry the load this upcoming
season.
Senior guard Bianca McGee, who has shared the court
with current WNBA player and
former Notre Dame guard
Skylar Diggins in her AAU
days, averaged 12.5 points per

game in 24 games last season.
Senior guard Chaney Means
started 29 games last season
and played in all 33, averaging
4.2 points and 3.3 rebounds a
game while recording a teamhigh 70 assists.
Heard said she’s excited
about the chance to continue

coaching the Lady Toppers,
who have been competing
hard early on during practice.
“The competition is what’s
been really good,” she said.
“That’s why we’re really excited
about the opportunity to get
the girls together so they can
continue to keep meshing.”
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Getting a feel for WKU halfway through the season
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Toppers have played six
games this season, and with
six (or seven,
depending on
their postseason fate) to go,
we’re
finally
learning something
about
Aulbach
the
team’s
true
Sports Editor
identity.
WKU is currently sitting at
4-2, with an even 1-1 Sun Belt
record after a win over a struggling Louisiana at Monroe
squad and a loss to a South Alabama team that was better than
initially expected. The second
half of the season might seem
easier — there’s no SEC foe or
nation-leading rushing attack
left on the schedule — but with
five Sun Belt opponents left,
the Toppers are going to have
to finish strong to capture another bowl berth.
Senior running back Antonio Andrews was expected to
play a big role in the offense
coming into the year, and he
hasn’t disappointed so far. After a slow start, Andrews currently leads the NCAA in rushing yards (882), ranks No. 2 in
rushing touchdowns (nine)
and is No. 3 in rushing yards
per game (147). He’s been better than expected.
With
junior
Brandon
Doughty taking the starting
reins in the past two games, the
quarterback situation — up in
the air just a couple of weeks
ago — appears to be settled.
The coaching staff shook up
the depth chart against Morgan State in September, but
Doughty remains the most accurate option under center for

WKU junior tight end Mitchell Henry fights off Louisiana-Monroe junior safety Cordero Smith during the second half of their game at
Malone Stadium in Monroe, La. WKU won 31-10. IAN MAULE/HERALD
the Toppers and has the team
ranked No. 1 in the Sun Belt in
passing offense.
WKU’s receivers began with
a strong start but have struggled to pull in some passes in
recent weeks, though Joel German has broken out as one
of Doughty’s favorite targets.
Coach Bobby Petrino said he
attributes the group’s problems
to its collective youth. The tight
ends, looking to replace former
stud Jack Doyle, have played

well in the new offense.
The Topper defense has
had a mostly strong start to the
year as well.
WKU’s pass defense is the
best in the Sun Belt at this
point. The defensive backs, led
by juniors Cam Thomas at cornerback and Jonathan “Turn
Up” Dowling at safety, have
pulled in six interceptions and
have given up 183.5 passing
yards per game — best in the
conference and 35.7 less than

the closest competition.
The run defense has
looked like the most suspect
unit on the team, but has
stepped up in the past two
games, shutting down a Navy
team that was ranked No. 1
in the NCAA in rushing offense and holding ULM to
116 yards on Thursday. With
Andrew Jackson still delivering hard hits and Xavius Boyd
looking like the 2013 Sun Belt
Defensive Player of the year

(he leads the conference in
total tackles, tackles per game
and sacks), the linebackers
are one of the best position
groups on the team.
Much like last season, WKU
has constructed an identity
based on a strong offensive
game on the ground and an
intimidating pass defense. If
the Toppers keep it up through
their conference schedule,
then they could be bowling
again this winter.

BASEBALL

Topper baseball team releases 2014 schedule
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Topper baseball team
released its 2014 schedule
Monday, with 28 home games
headlining WKU's final season

in the Sun Belt Conference.
WKU will play 18 games
against eight teams that made
the NCAA Tournament last
season, a significant portion of
the 55-game schedule.
Coach Matt Myers said

he wanted his team to play a
tough non-conference schedules to help the Toppers have
a chance to secure an at-large
bid to the NCAA Tournament.
“You always want to put
yourself in a position to secure

an at-large bid with a tough
non-conference schedule and I
don’t think there’s any question
that we have done that with
this schedule,” Myers said in a
statement. “The Sun Belt Conference is coming off an historic year in which four
programs advanced
to a NCAA Regional and when you
combine that with
a couple of College
World Series participants and three
other teams that
played into June,
you’ve got a highquality schedule on
your hands. We’re
excited and our
players will be ready
for the challenges

that lay ahead.”
The season will kick off at
home on Feb. 14 with a threegame series against Southern
Illinois at home, while the Sun
Belt Conference Tournament
will start on May 21 in Mobile,
Ala.
The Toppers will play Kentucky once and Louisville twice
this season. WKU will take the
field against the Wildcats on
March 18 and will face the Cardinals on March 25 and April 22.
Other notable games include a three-game home series against Illinois beginning
on March 7 and a two-game
series at Georgia starting on
March 11.
Last season WKU finished
28-29, with a 16-14 record in
the Sun Belt.
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Learning from

VOLLEYBALL

THE BEST

Freshman defensive specialist Georgia O'Connell dives to save a play during the Lady Toppers' match against TexasArlington on Oct. 5 at Diddle Arena. WKU defeated the Lady Mavericks 3-0. JEFF BROWN/HERALD

Young defensive specialists improving playing with DPOY Potts
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Lady Topper defense
has been anchored for the past
three years by Ashley Potts, but
the senior will continue to impact the defense well beyond
this season.
Potts, the two-time Sun Belt
Conference Defensive Player
of the Year, is acting both as
the team’s leading force on defense this year and a mentor to
the young defensive specialists
on the roster.
Coach Travis Hudson knows
that it’s important for WKU’s
other defensive specialists
— junior Mollie Pajakowski,
freshman Kaelin Grimes, and
freshman Georgia O’Connell
— to learn from Potts while
she’s still playing.
“One of those kids is going

Sets Played

66
66
65
65

Senior
Ashley
Potts
Junior
Mollie
Pajakowski
Freshman
Kaelin
Grimes
Freshman
Georgia
O'Connell

to be the heir apparent,” Hudson said.
WKU (15-4, 5-0 Sun Belt
Conference) swept two matches this weekend and is currently riding an eight-match

Digs

302
98
90
94

Senior
Ashley
Potts
Junior
Mollie
Pajakowski
Freshman
Kaelin
Grimes
Freshman
Georgia
O'Connell

win streak. Over the course of
those eight matches, the Lady
Toppers have held opponents
to an average hitting percentage of .175 per set.
SEE VOLLEYBALL PAGE 8

WOMENS BASKETBALL

Lady Topper
hoops holds
first practice
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Lady Toppers laced up their
sneakers and hit the hardwood for
the first basketball practice of the
2013-14 season last Monday in Diddle Arena.
WKU finished last year with a
22-11 record and a brief stint in the
2013 Women’s National Invitation
Tournament. The Lady Toppers accrued 13 more wins in the 2012-13
season than the season prior — the
first under coach Michelle ClarkHeard — and hold the record for
largest singleExhibition
season
improvement in
Oct. 29, 7 p.m.
Sun Belt Confervs. Kentucky
ence history.
Wesleyan
Heard, who
@ Diddle Arena
was named the
2013 Sun Belt
Conference Coach of the Year, said
the Lady Toppers coming off an
impressive season have high ambitions for this year.
“The expectations are going to
be there,” Heard said. “I think we
just want to focus on us and continue to keep getting better and just
work hard each and every day.”
The Lady Toppers welcome back
all five starters from last season, including junior guard Alexis Govan.
The San Antonio native was the
third highest scoring sophomore in
the nation last season at 20.3 points
per contest. Govan was a member
of the 2013 Sun Belt All-Conference
First Team, and her 20.3 points per
game average ranks fourth most in
program history.
The 5’10” sharpshooter said the
Lady Toppers are focusing on putting in the necessary practice time
as the upcoming season looms.
“We expect to come out here and
work every day,” Govan said. “Every
game, you have to compete. That’s
one of the main goals — to compete
every time we step on the floor.”
Junior forward Chastity Gooch
also returns. She was second in the
nation in double-doubles last season with 26. Gooch was named the
2013 Sun Belt Defensive Player of
the Year and is the only Lady Topper to record at least 400 points, 300
rebounds, 50 steals and 50 blocks
during a single season.
Gooch, who is used to being the
primary post player for the Lady
Toppers, said her post game will be
amplified by 6’3” freshman forward
Bria Gaines and 6’4” freshman center Ruta Savickaite.

SEE BASKETBALL PAGE 8

FOOTBALL

WKU football takes a break halfway through the season
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Thursday night’s 31-10 win
at Louisiana-Monroe was
WKU’s sixth game in 34 days.
The Toppers now have a little
break before next week’s Tuesday matchup with the other
Sun Belt Conference team
from the Bayou, LouisianaLafayette.
Those two games are 12
days apart, which provides for
some much-needed rest and
recovery for the WKU football
team.
“We deserve a break,” coach
Bobby Petrino said after the
teams’ win Thursday night.
“It’s time to get a little rest, get
rejuvenated, come back, work
hard and get our game plan
and get going.”
A skewed game schedule
provides for some changes
in the teams’ preparations as
well. Petrino said the team will
treat Tuesday and Wednesday
as a lighter practice where the
team will “work on technique,
fundamentals.” The Toppers
will treat Friday as the start of
a normal week to prepare for
ULL.
At the season’s halfway
point, the Toppers find them-

selves at 4-2 overall and 1-1
in the conference — a far cry
from where the coach would
like his team to be.
“The things we are going
to continue to focus on are
continuing to get better at our
technique and fundamentals,
get better on our assignments
and doing things right, particularly when we are tired,”
Petrino said. “Offensively, taking care of the ball, which we
have improved on but we are
not where we need to be. Defensively, we have done a good
job at stopping big plays and
creating turnovers.”
Playing on a Tuesday
serves different obstacles for
any team used to playing on
Saturdays. ULL coach Mark
Hudspeth the schedule gets
“complicated” when planning
a schedule around a Tuesday
game.
But the team is thankful for
the days off. Senior offensive
lineman Ed Hazelett said the
Toppers need to use the break
to recover after the hectic start
to the year.
“I mean, it’s very important,” Hazelett said. “We really
didn’t get days off last week. We
kind of were grinding six days
straight. This down time is re-

ULM cornerbacks
converge on
wide receiver
Nicholas Norris (15) during
the WKU vs.
LouisianaMonroe game
on Oct. 3
at Malone
Stadium in
Monroe, La.
MIKE CLARK /
HERALD

ally doing good to our bodies.”
Petrino said he actually
likes playing games in different
days throughout the week and
that everyone just has set their
clocks “so it will end up being
a Saturday game” for the team.
If for any other reason
the coaches like the schedule, it’s for recruiting. Next
Tuesday’s game against the
Ragin’ Cajuns will be WKU’s
Black Out game and will air
on ESPN2.
“I think it helps us a lot,”

Petrino said. “A lot of the recruits watch the mid-week
games. Last week when we
played on Thursday, we met as
a staff Wednesday night, made
a ton of phone calls and got
kids on the phone to remind
them we were playing the next
night. I think it’s great and it
will help us build our program."
WKU will look to knock off
the Ragin’ Cajuns’ three-game
win streak and first place conference spot Tuesday. ULL

ranks first in the conference
in scoring, averaging 38 points
per game. Both WKU and ULL
rank as the top offenses in the
league, providing for what
Petrino said will be a great
challenge to start the teams’
two-game home stand.
“They’re a very, very good
football team, very talented
with a lot of good players and
great schemes,” Petrino said.
“We’re just going to prepare for
that and be happy that we’re
back at home.”

